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We have moved to Magdalen
Street. Change is difficult but
we want to help our clients to
change in ways that will make
their lives more satisfying and

worth living.

The major achlevement for WPF
Therapy this year has been our
sucressiil Frove B olr awn
independent premises. The Trustees
and the staff have worked
extremely hard to make this happen
with minimal disruption to the
clients and trainees who are of vital
importance to us. None of our 120
staff or 350 trainees has |aft
because of the move and as far as
we know, the 500 cients who
wished to continue with us after the
summer have been able to do so.

Purchasing a new building was not
easy. We set out to find property to
rent but soon discovered that rents
in central London were prohibitive
and far more than we could afford.
Of course we asked evaryone we
could think of for help, but there

was no room to be found, We then
began to imvestigate purchasing in
order to provide a certain and
sacure home for the future, We
decided it was important to stay in
central London to enable all our
dients and trainees to continue to
access our services by public
transport. We soon found that the
price of property in the central
London area made purchasing
anything that was blg enough for
our neads extremely difficult.

We were very fortunate to find this
property In Magdalen Street still
being bullt in late 2007 at a price
that we could manage. The
Trustees took the courageous step
of agresing to make an offer and
the Unity Trust Bank was willing to
finance both the purchase and the

cost of fitting out the shell. We are
viery grateful to the Religious of the
Assumption who gave us a most
generous grant of £700,000 to
make the down payment and to all
our Friends and supporters who
have contributed. We must now try
to ralse £4M to pay off the bank

loans as quickly as possible.

One of our main concerns Is always
to remain reliably available fior our
clients, Yet within that endeavaur
we also want to help them to
change in ways that will make their
Ivies more sakisfying and worth

living. We have therefore kept many
things as much as possible as they
were In Kensington, while always
remaining open to the value of
change.

Like mast people, we all found
oursalves resisting change, but we
can now see that the new bullding
and surreundings have their own
merits. Although we have lost the
garden, we have the river and the
energy and creativity of Borough
High Street, Tate Modern and the
South Bank, along with @ whole
new area to which we can offer our
clinical services and training.

We are determined to ensure that
change and transition lead us to a
new phase in the life of wpf
Counselling and Psychotherapy
which we now have renamed WPF
Therapy.

The Trustees continue to meet
regularly to monitor the progress of
the organisation. We have been sad
to say goodbye and thank you to
Mark Weadon who has been on the
Board of Trustees for six years and
has alse made a major contribution
to the Finance Committee and the
Appeal Board. But the biggest
change was in saying goodbye to
Benita Kyle. She has been a mother
to WPF Therapy owver all its years
and maore recently has called herself
our 'grandmother’. She has retired
fram the meestings but you can't
retire from being a grandmother and
we will all hold her in our minds
with great affection and gratitude,

Lesley Murdin
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